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1 . CHAD'S EOREIGN MINISTER KAMOUGUE LEFT NDJAMENA EOR 
JIDDA TO EOLLOW UP A WRITTEN REQUEST TO THE SAUDI ARABIAN 
GOVERNMENT FOR ASSISTANCE ON AUGUST 1. WHILE WE DO NOT 
YET KNOW WHAT CHAD HAS REQUESTED EROM THE SAG, IT IS LIKE- 
LY THAT CHAD HAS ASKED EOR EUNDS, WITH WHICH TO BUY EQUIP- 
MENT, AND FOR MATERIEL. YOUR VISIT TO TAIL PROVIDES AN 
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OPPORTUNITY TO FOLLOW UP ON THE CHADIAN REQUEST AND PRO- 
VIDE APPROPRIATE SUPPORT SHOULD YOU WISH TO DO SO. TALK- 
ING POINTS AND SUPPORTING BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOLLOW. 

2. ESSENTIAL FACTORS: 

A) CHADIAN VICE PRESIDENT DJIME MET WITH YOU ON JULY 14 AND 
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WITH VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE ON JULY 15 TO MAKE AN URGENT 
PERSONAL APPEAL FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE. DJIME TOLD YOU 
THAT THE CHADIAN GOVERNMENT HAD LOST EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF 
THE TIBESTI MOUNTAIN MASSIF IN NORTHWESTERN CHAD TO LIBYAN 
BACKED TOUBOU REBELS LED BY GOUKOUNI, A SON OF A TRADI- 
TIONAL POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS LEADER OF THE TRIBE. VICE 
PRESIDENT MONDALE ASSURED DJIME THAT WE WILL HELP IN RE- 
STORING CHAD'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. 

B) PRESIDENT SADAT IS SERIOUSLY CONCERNED ABOUT LIBYAN 
ACTIVITIES IN CHAD WHICH HE BELIEVES ARE DESIGNED TO DE- 
STABILIZE THE GOVERNMENTS IN THE AREA AND ULTIMATELY TO 
UNDERMINE THE STABILITY OF THE SUDANESE AND EGYPTIAN 
GOVERNMENTS. HE HAS URGED US TO ASSIST CHAD, AND HAS PRO- 
VIDED SOME SMALL ARMS AND OTHER MATERIEL FROM EGYPTIAN 
INVENTORIES. 

C) FOR THE REASONS SUMMARIZED IN REFTEL, OUR ABILITY TO 
MEET THE CHADIAN REQUEST IS LIMITED TO HELPING THEM BUY 
EQUIPMENT FROM US COMMERCIAL SOURCES - FOR WHICH THEY NEED 
A SOURCE OF FUNDS - AND FACILITATING TRANSFERS. (FYI: 

THERE ARE PROBLEMS IN ENCOURAGING OR FACILITATING SAUDI 
TRANSFER OF US ORIGIN WEAPONS TO CHAD IN VIEW OF THE 
CONGRESSIONAL SENSITIVITY ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF SAUDI TRANS- 
FERS TO ARAB CONFRONTATION STATES AS WELL AS REPEATED 
ASSURANCES TO THE CONGRESS THAT SAUDI ARABIA HAS NO US 
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MILITARY EQUIPMENT EXCESSIVE TO ITS OWN DEFENSE NEEDS. 

WHILE SPECIFIC TRANSFERS BY SAUDI ARABIA TO CHAD COULD BE 
JUSTIFIED ON THEIR OWN MERITS AND WITHIN OUR POLICY 
GUIDELINES, CONGRESSIONAL AND OTHER CRITICISM WOULD PLACE 
A FURTHER BURDEN ON THE ALREADY DELICATE ISSUE OF THE US- 
SAUDI MILITARY SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP. MOREOVER, THE SORT 
OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT SAUDI ARABIA COULD USEFULLY PROVIDE 
TO CHAD WOULD BE EQUALLY AND READILY AVAILABLE FROM NON- 
US SOURCES. END FYI.) IF CHAD IS MADE FMS ELIGIBLE WE 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO OFFER GOVERNMENT TO GOVERNMENT SALES ON 
CREDIT, BUT AGAIN CHAD WOULD NEED A WAY TO FINANCE THE 
LOAN. 

D) OUR EMBASSY IN JIDDA REPORTS THAT THE SAUDIS WOULD 
PROBABLY BE RECEPTIVE TO A CHADIAN REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE, 
AND MIGHT BE WILLING TO PARTICIPATE FINANCIALLY IN A MULTI- 
LATERAL EFFORT TO STRENGTHEN THE CHADIAN GOVERNMENT. THE 
EMBASSY BELIEVES THE SAUDIS WOULD BE MOST RECEPTIVE TO AN 
APPROACH THAT STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE OF STRENGTHENING 
THE GOVERNMENT OF CHAD SO THAT IT WOULD BE IN A BETTER 
POSITION TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE REBELS. 
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4. POINTS TO BE MADE: 

A) OUR DESIRE TO COOPERATE WITH SAUDI ARABIA IN SUPPORTING 
MODERATE AERICAN GOVERNMENTS INCLUDES CONCERN THAT CHAD 
MAINTAIN ITS TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. PRESIDENT MAI, I .OHM'S 
POLICY OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WITH THE REBELS IN CHAD 
HAS FAILED, IN PART BECAUSE OF LIBYAN SUPPORT FOR THE 

INSURGENTS. PROMPT ASSISTANCE TO THE CHAD GOVERNMENT WILL 
GAIN IT TIME TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE REBELS, AND PERHAPS TO 
MAKE ITS POLICY OF ACTUAL RECONCILIATION EFFECTIVE. 

B) EXCHANGE VIEWS ON VICE PRESIDENT DJIME'S VISIT TO THE 
US AND FOREIGN MINISTER KAMOUGUE'S VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA. 
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C) WE ARE PROVIDING BOTH EMERGENCY FOOD AID AND ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE TO CHAD, BUT FIND IT EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO 
PROVIDE MILITARY AID ON SHORT NOTICE TO A COUNTRY WITH 
WHICH WE HAVE NOT HAD A MILITARY SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP. 

D) WITH SAUDI FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, CHAD COULD RAPIDLY 
ACQUIRE SOME BASIC ESSENTIALS, SUCH AS FUEL, RATIONS, 
UNIFORMS AND TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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